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Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Avyes .. . .. 8
Nuooes . .. .. 26
Majority against .. 18
AYES,

Mr. Davy Mr, J. H. Smith

Mr. Dentob Mr. Taylor

Sir James Mlitchell Myr. Teesdale

Mr. North ' Mer, Richardson

(Teller.)
NoEs,

Mr. Angwin Mr, Lindsay

Mr. Chesson Mr, Lutey

Mr. Corboy Mr. Marshall

Mr. Coverley Mr., McCallum

Mr. Cunningham Mr. Millingten

Mr, Grifitbs Mr. Munsie

Mr. Heron Mr. Panton

Mr. Holmaen Mr. Sleeman

Mr. W. D. Johnson Mr. Thomson

Mr. E. B. Johuoston Mr. Troy

Mr. Kepnedy Mr. A. Wansbreugh

Mr. Lambert Mr. Willcock

Mr. Lamond Mr. Wilson

{Telier,)

Question thus negatived.

Mouse adjourned at 10.30 pm.

Legislative Council,

Thursday, 25th Scptember, 13924,

Question : Fruit cases, prices o
Motdons: Rinderpest alnlmn, penml'.lon - P08
Tramwn. and water sopply, t.ranater to Ioul

Bill : High School com repott

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—FRUIT (CASES, PRICES.

Hon, A, BURVILL asked the Colonisi
Secretary: 1, Is it a faet that the State
Sawmills charge 10s. 9d4. per dozen for
karri dump fruit cases delivered at Mt,
Barker, whereas other firms charge 9s. 6d.
for similar eases of equal quality delivered
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at the same place? If go, awwhat ig the
reason? 2, Is it a fact tbat the State
Sawmills charge more for karri than for
jarrah dump fruit cases, while other firma
charge the same price for both? If so,
what is the reason? 3, Is it a faet that
agents for the State Sawmills bave been
informed that karri dump cages are in-
creased in price above jarrah dump cases
because fruit-growers prefer karri cases?

The COLONIAL SECREETARY replied:
1, The State Sawmills charge 10s, 9d. per
dozen for karri dump fruit cases Jelivered
at Mt. Barker. The tharge made by other
firms is not known to the department. The
department’s principal clients state that
the jarrah cases supplied to Mt. Barker are
not equal im quality to the karri cases
supplied by the depariment. If there is
any difference in price this may ba
accounted for to some extent by the extra
railage necessarily paid owing to the
longer hanlage. 2, The State Sawmilly do
not supply jarrab dump cases. The de-
partment does not kuow of any other firm
cutting karri cases. 3, No.

MOTION—RINDERPEST CLAIMS,
COMPENSATION.

Hon, ¢i, POTTER (West) [4.33]: 1)

move-— '

That assuming the Federal Government
are paying the State Government only
E13,70 in satisfaction of all unsatisfied
elaims arising trom the outbreak of rin-
derpest, this House is of opinion that the
frovernment should appoint a board to in-
qucre into all elaims for compensation and
shoutd provide the balance of any sum re-
qitisite fa meet just claims as settled by
the board.

I feel impelled to move the motion if only
to strike a note of warning lest grave in-
justice be (lone to a section of the com-
munity who, in an hour of extremity, stood
between the Commonwealth and disaster.
No one who was brought within the mael-
strom of suffering caused by the outbreak
and control of rinderpest ean ever forget
the great disabilities incurred by those
people and, having a full apprec:atmn of
the facts, no one can remain indifferent to
their future welfare. Rinderpest struck
Western Australia with eveloniv force and
suddenness, Dairymen, market gardeners,
and others in the Fremantle distriet were
working at top preasure preparing for
the Christmas market when the news
possed round that a strange disease had
broken ount in a dairy herd in the vicinity
of Fremantle. In a few days there was
grave apprehension, followed by consterna-
tion when it was realised that cattle were
dving like flies, There was a great con-
flict of opinion as to whether the disease
was rinderpest. So serions was the position
that when news reached Melbourne of the
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devastation caused to our dairy herds, the
veterinary experts called to advise the
Governments of the Eastern States, and the
Commonwealth Government, realised the
geriousness of the danger to Eastern States
herds. In order to determine the nature of
the disease the Federal Govermment de-
Bpatched to Western Australia a highly
gualified veterinary surgeon who, after see-
ing the symptoms and conducting one or two
post-mortem  exuaminations, diagnosed the
disease as rinderpest. The Commonwealth
Government, baving received confirmation
of the suspicion that it was rinderpest,
were seized with the gravity of the situa-
tion to the whole of the Commonwealth.
As was pointed out Jater on by Mr. Robert-
son, the ommonwealth veterinary expert,
what South Africa suffered from rinderpest
was only a mild example of what threatened
the whoie of Australia. Mr. Robertson eon-
forred with experts of the Department of
Agriculture, anl Scnator Pearce, as deputy
of the Commonwealth Governnent, eonferreil
with the then Premier, Sir James Mitchell,
Mr. Rolertson 3immediately dévised ways
and means to stamp out the disease rapidly,
because rinderpest travels so quickly. The
means devised consisted of the wholesale
slaughter of all affected stock. It was
realised that there wouid be serious loss
and, in order to compensate owners, Sir
James Mitchell was in a measure foreced
intc an apreement with the Federal Gov-
ernment te pay half the amount of com-
pensation. Sir Jameas Mitchell has been
severely censured for having allowed him-
self to be forced into the position of paying
half of what the Commonwealth should have
paid. This is not the omly occasion on
which Western Australia bhas entered into
negotiations with the Commeonwealth and
has come off second best. It has been our
experience that in a case of this kind one
might as well argne with a hungry tiger as
with the Commonwealth, After the whole-
sale slaughter of affected rattle, the disease
broke out in paddocks that were previously
clean, and Mr, Bohertson then laid down
that the only effeelive way to stamp oul
the disease was to kill throughout a zone
not only the discased eattle but also the
healthv cattle. When that edict went forth
to dairvmen whose herds were clean, one ean
imagine their  eonsternation.  Naturally
there was some rtesentment, because they
did not wnderstand the geriovsness of the
discase and how it makes an appearance at
considerable distances from the original out-
break. Mr. Robertson, T say it to his credit,
went amongst the peeple upon whose herds
he tad pasced the death sentence, and ex-
Plained the necessity for killing the un.
affccted eattle.  The convineing argument
e vsed was that the most typical case upon
which he had condueted a post mortem was
that of a hull from the Fremantle zaol. If
any isolation could he complete, surely it
wounld be within the walls of the Fremantle
gaol.

[COUNGIL.)

Hom A. Lovekin: That is the place for
pests, is it not?

Hon. G. POTTER: Yes, and this was
typical rinderpest, The dairymen had confi-
dence in Mr. Robertson, and they had uo
doubt that when the disease had, been
stamped out, the Federal Government would
stand up to their liability. We shall see
how they have discharged that linbility. In
the Lastern States it was said that the
dairymen of Fremantle had formed them-
selves into armed squads and had resisted
the officers of the Government, both ('om-
monwealth and State. The dairymen were
thus greatty maligned. T shall quote one
instance to show the co-operation afforded
the authorities. A dairyman at Fremantle
was culling out his herd. Some of the
heasts were destined for the saleyard, and
others werc hocked for country distriets.
They were put into separate paddockas.
Someone informed the owner, ‘‘There i3
something wrong with your cattle, Mr.
Shepherd,”’ and he found on inspection that
there was something wrong. Transport
arrangements had lLeen completed when, in
the paddock nearest his homestead, he found
five cattle Iving dead. He gave iustruetions
to cance} all transport arrangements, saying,
1 =hall not allow these cattle to go out to
the country until T know what is the matter
with them.”™ On the following morning the
cattle that might then have been in the
wheat belt were sick, and that afterncon
were  slaughtered. This shows how the
people in the district ‘‘opposed’’ the offi-
citals. T ghall not detain the House at any
length, becanse T feel sure hon. members
have traced minutely the course of rinder-
pest ir Western Australia, and have a eon-
ception of what it would have meant not
only to this State, but to the Commonwealth
had the discase got away. When the Com-
monwealth and the State decided tn pay
full compensation at ordinary market rates
for slanghtered cattle, the Commonweaith to
pay half and the State to vay half, many
people thonght that was the end of the
trouble. Certainly the most spectacular
feature of the rinderpest outhresk was the
slaughtering of the cattle, as will he ae-
knowledged hy anyone who saw the lethal
paddocks. We are told that pips do not
contract rinderpest, bui, nevertheless, all
pigs in the area affected were doomed to be
slanghtered. At & piggery owned hy Mr.
Rolinson there were a oumhber nof piga
which were stated by Mr. Hampshire, the
Government expert, to be the finest in West-
ern Australia, if not in the Commonwealth.
[ was present when a denutation waited on
the Minister and the advisory hoard ta put
farward a plea for these pigs to be spared,
it being vreed that ther conld be sent to
Rottnest Tsland or Garden Taland for quar-
autine purposes. Ther were extremely vala-
able stnd pigs. Mr. Robertson was referred
ta, and he s=ail, ‘*No, I am sorry, hut
those pigs muat go.’’ He explained that
thev must go becanse they were carriers of
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the disease. And accordingly the pigs went
to the butcher, Certainly some measure of
compensation was given in this instance.
Iowever, there are phases of the question
which escaped the public eye and therefore
-did not influence publie opinion. There was
not only the slaughter of the cattle; a
bundred other things intervened to create
grave injustices to "the people in the
rinderpest area. While the slaughter was
going on, the department were churning
out regulations controlling, among other
things, the sale of market produce. I do
not say the department were wrong in
that, but T do say that the people who
had to sacrifice their vegetahles, or their
oppertunity to visit the markets, lost
equally with those who sacrificed their cattle.
Bat we find the Commonwealth say that
ther are not going to be responsible for
eeonomie or indirect losses. How can loss
of cattle be eonsidered a direet loss, and
the loss of vegetables an indirect loss?
The one is just as much a direct loss as
the other. Howerer, the Commonwealth
Government do not seem to view the matter
in that light. On the other hand, they say
they are afraid of granting compensation
in that respect lest they establish a pre-
cedent, What precedent would they be
establishing? A precedent that the Com-
monwealth Government for once did jus-
tice fo Western Australia? If it is a pre-
cedent, that ecan be the only precedent.
Btill, we find. the Commonwealth Govern-
ment going a little distanee. Affer pres.
sure had been brought to bear on them
they said, ‘‘As an act of grace we shali
grant you £7,000 in order that there may
be compensation for buildings whieh were
ordered to be destroyed, and similarly with
regard to fencing and fodder erops ordered
to be destroyed.’’ Out of that amount
of £7,000 there was an expenditure of
£1300. When the distributing hoard in
Western Australia asked permission to use
the unexpended balance of £2,700 to pay
compensation, they were told, ‘‘No, you
must not use that money to compensate
gome poor market gardener who was deprived
of the right to market his produce. That
£2,700 must yevert to the Treasury, bhecause
it was granted for direet losses, and not
for indirect losses.’”’ Once more pressure
was brought to bear on the Commonwealth
Government, and at the instigation of re-
presentatives of the State Government, sup-
plemented by our Federal members, the
Commonwealth Government, out of the kind-
ness of their hearts, said, ‘*We will give
¥ou another £10000, but that will be all.’’
The claims at present lodged with the Com-
monwealth amount to about £47,000. When
those claimms were being diseussed in Mel-
bourne, certain members of the Cabinet
who were, I will not savy unfriendly to
Western Ausiralia, bnt not too anxious that
justice should be rendered to Western Aus-
tealinn citizens who had suffered as the re-
sult of the rinderpest outbreak, wonld pick
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up a ridiculouws claim and ery out againat
public money being granted to meet such
absurd demands. We all admit that in-
cluded in the list are elaims which no reason-
able Government ecould possibly recognise.

Hon. J. A, Greig: Is the £47,000 still
unpaid?

Hon. G. POTTER: Yes,

Hon. E. H. Harris: Is it all for indirect
logses?

Hon. G. POTTER: All fur what we call
direct losses, I do not say that the Com-
monwealth Government or any other Gov-
ernment are called upon to pay the whole
of the £47,000 claimed. Our Federal mem-
bers tell us that some utterly ridiculous
¢laims have been lodged. It is as regards
anch elaims that people who are unfriendly
to Western Australia have said, ‘*We will
have nothing to do with them.”’ ‘I am
moving this motion becanse I noticed that
the Colonial Seeretary, replying to a ques-
tion, stated that the Commonwealth Gorv-
ernment were being asked by the State Gav-
ernment to appoint a committee to dis-
tribute the £10,000 plus the unexpended
balance of £2,700, We are agsured that
£20,000 would meet the hill after all un-
tenable claima were excised. Whether it is
goe T do not know, but I am fearful lest
the Commonwealth Government should say,
““We will elose the incident, and appoint
a board and hand over the whole of the
claima to that board, telling them ‘Here is
£12,700, pay the c¢laims pro rata.’’’ If
that course were adopted—T now sound a
note of warning—the unscrupulous claim-
ants would get all the fat and the genuine
claimants wounld get all the lean, or pos-
sibly mot even mueh lean. Not a half-
penny of the amount should he expended
until the list has been closely serutinised
with a view to the elimination of unjust
claims. Then there would be some equity.
in reliable awthority we learn that the
Commonwealth Government will not budge
one inch further to grant additional cem-
pensation. Then it is the duty of the State
Government to shonlder the balance of the
claims. I do not think the carrying of the
motion will hamper in any way such nego-
tiations as may be in progress between the
State Government and the Commonweaith
Government, becavse, after all, the main
object of the motion is to get the claima
fully examined in order te provide for
climinating unjustifiahle demands and to en-
sure justice to all. The people who have
suffered ag the result of the rinderpest out-
break and cannof obtain compensation from
the Commonwealth have ounly the State Gov-
emment to look to. It is well known that
had the disrase got abroad thronghout this
Continent, we should have had am entire
gtoppace of trade. Ships wonld have kept
away from the Commonwealth as people keep
away from a plague patient. They would
simplv have refrs~d to come here, because,
had thev visited our shores, they would have
been quarantined in other ports. We feel,
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therefore, that the sufferers are entitled to
what may he termed g moderate -insurance
premium  for the safety of the Commuon-
wealth. ’

Ho. J. A, Gaeig: How would yon dis-
tinpuish between just and unjust claims?

Ion. G. POTTER: Let me give ap illus-
tration. We are told that two hotel keojers
who were in the habit of supplying beer
and bread and cheese on sale days have put
in very substantial elaims for loss of busi-
ness bevauge the Commonwenlth Govern-
ment prohibited atock salex, That ia one
elaim which should pgo out. There was a
eommittee appointed to deal with all elaims,
and that committer made certain recom-
mendations. MHowever, the committee being
withont plenary powers, the reeommenda-
tions could only he forwarded to Melbourne
for consideration, :

On motion by the Colenial Seerotary de-
bate adjonrned.

MOTION -TRAMWAYS AND WATER
SUPPLY.

Transfer to Local Governing Bodies.

Debate resumed from the 11th September
on the following motion by Hou, (', F, Hax.
ter—

Y*Thet in the apinion of this House the
Governitent should immedialcly enter into
negotiations for the transfer of the metro-
politan tramwoey system and the metro-
politan water supply to representatives of
the toed! bodies conrerned.”’

Hon, .}, XNICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[438]: I moved the adjournment of the
dekate on this motion with the objeet of
referring to some ancient history connected
with steps previously taken to accomplish
the very objeet the mover now has in view.
The matter is one in which I took a con-
aidrrable amount of interest in past years,
becanse 1 always held, in common I think
with many hon. members, that it is only
right that the various local authorities
should have coutrol of services such as
water supply, tramway communieation, and
so torth. The question of water supply
might lie in aberance for the time being, in
view of the fact that a select committee is
now inquiring into the subject. Indeed, T
suggest to the mover of the mofion that con-
gideration hoth of water supply and tram-
wayy might bhe left in aberance until we re-
ceive the report of the select committee,
after which we eould consider the motion in
the light of that report. So far back as 1916,
after many efforts had bheen made by the
loeal authorities to accomplish the very ob-
jeet of the motion. a Bill was actually
drafted and intended to be introduced by
the Wilsan Government. TUnfortunately, it
never got bevond the drafting stage. The
last report furnished by the Metropolitan
Water Supply Department shows that even

[COUNCIL.)

last vear
of £5,205., _

Hon. A, Lovekin: And according to the
figures it may be £10,000 this vear.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: That is s¢. Even
after 1916, further conferences were held,
and about 18 months age members repre-
senting metropolitan amd metropolitan sub-
urhan provinees met together upstairs and
disenssed the question of water supply. The
oflicials of the department furnished to us
an interesting schedule giving the figures
not only for Perth and suburhs, but also for
Melhourne, Sydney and Brisbane. That
stlicdnle showed how the boards in the East-
ern capitals are constitnted, together with
the capital expendituwre, revenue aml work-
ing expenses in each instance. In Mel-
l-ourne there is a board of 40 elected by the
munivipal couneils. In Sydney the board
consists of sevin memhers. The president
and twoe members are appointed by the Gov-
ernment, while two are elected by the city
couneil, and the remainder by suburban
couneils, In Brishane the board consists of
nine members. The president is appointed
hy the Governor, and eight membery are
vlected by the hoard’s ratepayers. Accord-
ing to the figur2s presented to us, the capi-
tal expenditure in Perth op till 1920 was
£2,067 321, Sinee June of 1920 the amount
has inereased considerably, and it is now
something like £€2,700,000. The position is
very  serious, calling for grave eon-
sideration. [t prompis me to suggest that
the House will searcely agree that im-
mediate negotiations should be entered into,
as desired by the hon. member who moved
the motion.

Hop. A, Lovekin: It iz proposed to add
some four millions to the cost of the water
supply within the next six vears.

Houn, J. NICHOLSON: That is so. It
we were to rush this matter, possibly we
mizht embarrass the Government hy driving
them to the loeal authorities with the fer-
vent request, ‘‘For Heaven's sake, take the
load off our hands.”’ As a practical in-
stance of the difficulty of raising money, 1
may say that the Fremantle Tramway
Board, in their last loan of £21,000, had to
provide, not oniy interest of 7 per cent.,
hut an additional 4 per cent. sinking fund
and 5 per cent. depreciation. So out of re-
venue they have now to furnishk 16 per eent.
in respect of that loan. Tt will he seen,
therefore, that the handing over of the tram-
wavs and water supply to the loeal authori-
ties is not a matter for immediate action. 1
helieve that local authorities should have
vontrol of these public utilities, but the
question is, e¢an those loeal authorities be
induced to take over the obligations in con-
neetion with thase public utilities?

Hon. J. Duffell: That is the ernx of the
whole thing.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: I am pointing
ont these facts to impress on hon. members
that the motion ouzht not to he hurviedly
passed.

the operations resalted in gz loss
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Hom, 4. W, Miles: It merely asks
“that negotintions be entered into.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes, but it asks
that they should be immediately entered
into.

Hon, G, W, Miles: It will take some time
even to enter into them.

Hon, J. NICHOLSOXN: Tha loeal an-
thorities from Fremantle to Midiand June-
tion have been in conference over this for
many years past. It is not new at all.

Hon. J. Duffell: One conference sat as

far back as 1908,
- Hon. J. NICHOLBON: Yes, I have pre-
sided at some of those conferences, and 1
know how mueh work has Leen put into the
negotiations.

Hon, J. M. Macfarlane: Two years ago
the Minister for Works called a conference
‘to consider it.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: Yes, quite a num-
ber of meatings were held at that time. We
have a schedule showing thc position of the
Water Supply Department from its founda-
tion, It is seea from the accounts that only
in two or three yvears has there been any sur-
plus after paying expenses. On every other
occasion there has beem a substantial de-
fieit. It i3 not the sort of scheme that one
would rush into. The bodies who under-
take the control of such a service will he
cammitted, not only to serious obligations
to meet cexisting capital expenditure, but
alzo to meet renewals and renovation; for
mimbers of cxisting serviees will require to
be renewed within a short time. Many of
the pipes that were well suited for certain
districts in earlier vears, now require to be
replaved with pipes of greater capaeity to
serve the inereased pepulation.  Others
again are now worn out. In regard to the
taking over of the trams, also, negotiations
have procecded hetween the loeal authorities
for years past. In 1915 or 1916. as the re-
st of eonferences, various resolutions were
passed by the united loeal aunthorities inter-
ested, There were present at these confer-
ences representatives from Suvbiaco, from
Vietoria Park, from the Perth Rond Board
and from Claremont. They disecussed the
matter and cventually made certain propos-
als to the Government for the taking over
of the trams. Tt would not be fair that ene
loeal authority should exercise contral over
a service extending bevond ifs own houn-
dories, The resolt of last year’s operationg
of the trams is not inviting. for it shows n
loss of £130 odd. T think the Minister is
strirgebineg hard to see what ean be done to
improve the mposition this vear. T wonld
make this soggestion to the Government.
The trama were tnken over hv the Govern-
ment hv eertain methods  whirh did not
evoke *hat meed of praise we mipht expect
a Government to receive in matters of that
natire.  Thev passed legislation and eat
behind the City Couneil. and acqnired the
trams ond the richts nnder the agreement.
Wher the City Conneil originally arranged
for the right to eonstruet tramwarys to he
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granted to the gld company it was provided,
in the apreement between the City Council
anil Mr. Dickenson, that the council should
have the right to acquire the trams ut cer-
tain stated periods. I think at the cnd of
21 years, and then again at the eml of 28
years, the right was granted to the City
Countil to avquire the trams at actual valus-
tion but no allowance for good-will,

Hon, J. Duffell: I think they were to
revert to the Uity Couneil in 1928,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: At the end of
35 years from the date of the comcession or
right the whole of the tramway system, or
undertaking, together with rails and every-
thing else, was to revert to the City Couneil.

Hon, J. Duffell: Within the city bound-
ary?

rSI({on. J. XICHOLBOXN : Yes. If the Gov-

ernment wished to show their magnanimity,
and to place the City Council and the other
loeal nuthorities on the same basis as they
would have been had not the Government
exercised that extracrdinary power by means
of statute, they would give to the local au-
thorities the right they had under the orig-
inal agreement made hetween them and the
concesgionaires.

Hon. J. Duftell: There would be a rumpus
if they did.

Hon. J. NTCHOLSOX: I am sure that
suggestion will appeal to the Minister, and
that he will send it on to his colleagues for
favourable consideration. It should also ap-
peal to Mr. Baxter. TFor the time being,
having regard to the position of the Tram-
way Department and the Water Supply De-
partment, the consideration of the motion
might be deferred in order to give the Gov-
ernment an opportunity to consider this
suggestion. We are told on the one hand
that the iramways are going to bhe 'sup-
planted in the near future by motor buses,
or some other means of conveyanee,

Hon. E. H, Gray: That is all bunkum,

Han. J. Duffell: He knows,

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: The hon. member
must be an authority on the point. Assum-
ing be is correet there is ne reason why he
should not seek tn help the local anthorities
to secure something that ought to prove pro-
fitable for them, and that will assist to lessen
the rates which they impose upon the unfor-
tunate ratepavers. The tracka will probahlv
require to he remewed, and extensions made,
if the trams are to he continued as Mr. Gray
sugaests,

Hon. T. H, Gray: T do not sugpest ex-
tensions, but it is nonmsense to suggest they
will be superseded.

Hon, JJ, XTCHOLSON: Tt will he all the
hetter if they are not. That confirms me
in the idea that T should nress the sngaes
tion that the loeal authorities shonld he
placed on the snme basis as they were nrisr
to the aequisition of the tramwav rights
by atatute. on the part of the Government,
Probahlv- the rolling stock Wil require ta
he rmewed, all of which means nddad
ennital.  Anv partieular hodv. erents? fr-
the purnase of taking over the trams<, wonld
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finel a difficulty in raising eapital at the
present time owing to the heavy eost. I
have given members the position of the last
loan of the tramway trust at Fremantle.
That meant providing 16 per cept. on the
lonn of £21,000. If a tramway board were
ereated, and had to provide something of
that sort, and, a3 I have stated as a result
of the operations of the tramns last year, there
was a loss of £155, how would they provide
the necestary interest, sinking fund and de-
preciation? T «do not e how they could do
it. Whilst T am fully in sympathy with Mr,
Baxter, and in his ideal, T move an amend-
ment-—

That ' ‘immediately enter in’’ le gtruck
out, and the words '‘at the first conven-
irat opporturity renew megotiations?' be
frarried in liew.

This would allow the motion te stand over
nntil the veport of the select committee now
sitting in vonnection with the water supply
is received and also enable members to give
further convideration to the matter.

Hon. J. DUFFELL {Metropolitan-
Suburban) [5.23]: It must be refreshing
to members representing the metropolitan
area to find a member of the Countryv
Party taking such a keen interest in
metropolitan affaire.  Whenever I have
visited various parts of the country I have
received a welcome and spent an enjoy-
able time at the hands of country repre-
sentatives. It is not often ome has an
opportunity of expressing appreeiation for
kindness extended. The motion and the
amendment afford this opporfunity. I am
sure Mr. Baxter moved the motion with
the hest of intentions. T do not propose to
refer to the former part of it at present,
but will have something interesting to say
when the seleet committee that iz now
sitting bring in their report. I will, how-
ever, deal with the second part of the
motion. Mr. Nicholson gave an interesting
account of the early period when the tram-
ways commenced operations in the city.
Perth was a different city then compared
to what it is now. Its environmments wern
very different; it was sparsely populated,
and there was plenty of sand in the
thoronghfares. There were very few
macadamised roads, so that the tramways
arrived ag a great hoon to the community
A very astute gentleman came out from
London to manage the trams, the conces-
sion for which had been acquired by an
English company. Mr. Baxter would have
been well advised to peruse the agreements
that were entered into by that astute
gentleman with the various local gavern-
ing bodies in whose boundaries the trams
were to operate. To indicate something
of the astuteness of that gentleman, it
may bhe recalled that the first agreement
entered inte hy him was with the City
Council. As a result of the eoncession to
Tun the trams over their roads, the eonneil
were to receive a commission of 3 per
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cent. on the gross tramway takings, and
in the year 1928 the tramways within the
eity boundary were to revert to the Coun-
cil. A further agreement was entered into
with the Subiaco municipality, which alse
provided for the 3 per cent, commission,
and also that the tramways operating
within the Subiaco boundaries were to
revert to that municipality in the year
1932. The same sort of agreement was
made with North Perth, Leederville and
other suburbs. As a resnit of these
pegotiatione a grave difficulty arose in the
minds of those gentlemen who in 1906,
1807 and 1908 were megotiating to taks
over the trams from the company, together
with rolling stock and everytbing vested
in it. This diffieulty arose from the fact
that the company at that time was not
sufficiently strong financially to extend
inte the varions suburbs tramway faeili-
ties such as are required by the growing
population. In those days they were in
straits similar to those of to-day in the
remote parts of the metropolitan ares,
where transport facilities are needed. Con-
ference after conference was held with =
view to the local governing bodies aequir-
ing the rights of the trams. The hone of
contention was the different periods dur-
ing which the agreements ran, and the re.
vergion of the trams to the various loeal
governing bodies. It was after these con-
ferences had failed that the then Govern-
ment stepped in., Therve was a great im-
provement in the tramway gervice of the
metropolitan area, immediately following
its aequisition by the Government. True,
a great deal of money bad to be found to
augment the rolline stock, and repair the
tracks that were in a bad way in many
cases, and were a sourre of danger to life
and limb. Further than that, the Govern-
ment realised the necessity for additional
elactrical power for tramway and other
purposes, and entered into arrangements
resulting in the establishment of the
power house at East Perth. That makes
a considerable difference in the position.
However, it is still a2 matter that can be
well eonsidered at some future date by the
@overnment with a view to appointing &
hoard to manage the tramway system on
lines similar to those adopted at Fre-
mantle. Under that gystem the people in
the suburban areas would probahly have
the benefit of better facilities and, per-
haps, cleaner trame than they have at
present. I do not wish to infer that the
eonflition of the ears is any worse to-day
{han 12 months ago, but there is room for
improvement in the appearance, comfort
and cleanliness of the trams. If contra
were handed over to a board, there wonld
be great improvement.

Hon. TJ. J. Holmes: Yon can get a seat
in the tram cars since the advent of motor
buses.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: Perhars so. Some
ennptry memhera seem to consider that the
tramways are run at a logs and do not
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understand why the people in the country
should have to bear a proportion of the
expenditure involved. Generally speaking,
the tramway systern is mot a losin T0-
position, notwithstanding what Mr. Nichol-
son has said.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Can the Government
run anything at a profit?

Hor. J. DUFFELL: I am satisfied they
are running the tramway asystem at a
profit. Although a small loas of about
£150 was showa on last year’s workings,
some thousands of pounds were spent in
repairing the tracks, making them safe,
laying down heavier rails, and making ex-
tensions. That being so, country members
need have no fear that their comstituents
will be called upon to pay much towards
that losa.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott: Were all the
repairs and renewals paid for out of
reveunua?

Hon. J. DUFFELL: T am not prepared
to say that they were, but I have no reason
to disbelieve that the greater proportion
of that work was paid for out of revenue,
The proposal covered by the motion is
worthy of consideration by the Govern-
ment and, as a resnlt of the debate, they
may be able to arrive at & decision as to
whether it would be best to hand over the
control of these facilities to a beard, aor
for the Government to institute such im-
provements as are necessary and to conm-
tinue controlling the tramway service
themselves. In the circumstances, I sap-
port the emendment, poe )

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon. J.
M. Drew—Central) [5,35]: My reply will
cover both motion and amendment. The
Government will be prepared to immediately
enter into negotiations for the tranafer of
the metropolitan tramway system and the
metropolitan water supply to representatives
of the local bodies corcerned. Tf those
local bodies are prepared to do business,
they should firgt approach the Government,
It must not be undersicod that, in adept-
ing this attitude, the Government desire to
part with these public ntilities. At the same
time they do not seek to mlace any ob-
stacles in the way of the municipalisation of
the services. Tf Mr, Baxter's motion and
Mr. XNicholson's amendment go to a divi-
gion, I must vote either one way or the
other. T shall vote not as a member of the
Government, but as a member for the Cen-
tral Province.

On motion by Hon. G, W Miles, debate
adjourned,

BILL—HIGH S2CHOOL.
In Committer,

Hon. J. W, Kirwan in the Chair; the Col.
onial Secretary in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.
Clause 3—Arplication of proceeds:
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Hon. A. LOVEEIN: 1 do not propose
to ask the House te postpone consideration
of the Bill any longer, because I under-
stand negotirtions will be entered into be-
tween the City Council and the High School,
and that it is necessary for the High School
to secure this power to sell the land.

Hon, J, DUFFELL: I would like some
information. If the Bill be agreed to,
will that affect the price to be paid for the
land? It may be that the High Scheol
authorities will demand a higher price fot
the land than they are entitled to receive,
once the Bill is agreed to.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: They will not be
able to sell the land wunless the Bill is
agreed to.

Hon. A. J, H.L SAW: I am not only an
old High School boy, but one of the gov-
etnors of the High School. The reason that
power to sell the land is necessary is this:
the majority of the school buildings, apart
from those used as the boarding house, are
on the reserve opposite Parliament House
in Havelock-street. The boarding house and
head master’s residence are on the block in
(George-street, The High School governora
have recognised for a long time that this
is undesirable and have been awaiting a
convenient opportunity to ask for power to
gell the block in George-street. That block
is not held as a Class “A'’ reserve. It is
practically a fee simple given to the gov-
ernors of the High School in trust for the
purposes of secondary education. The
powers under which the governors hold that
land enable them to mortgage it, and I have
no doubt that it was intended that they
should have the power to sell as well, Ow-
ing to the obscurity of legal phraseology,
it i3 open to dispute as to Whether they do
possess that power. As cvervone knows, the
High Sehool governors have a heavy mort-
gage on the property; they need only de-
fault in the payment of interest and the
property may be sold by the mortgagee.
The High School governors do not want
to do that, but ask Parliament for power
to sell the block so that the proceeds may
be applied to the erection of further build-
ings, either on the present block in Have-
lock-street or, with the congsent of the
Governor-in-Couneil, on some other site,
The Hich Bchool i8 not a wealthy institu-
tion. Like most other educational bodies,
it is much invelved, but it is extremely suc-
cessful, The governors are doing what they
can to provide a good secondary eduecation
for not enly the young peoyle of Perth but
also for those from the country distriets.
The success of the seliool is evideneed by the
fact that we have more than 300 students
there and a larce number of hoarders, We
wish to sell the land and devote the pro-
ceeds for the purposes of the High School,
probably in crectine buildines in Havelock-
street. T undsrstand that the Bill has been
held wp in ord:r that the City Couneil may
have an opportrnity to resnme portion of
the land fronting en Hay-street which is at
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present held by the High School governors
m trust. Mr. Lovekin has not expressed
a wish that the governors should give that
lend to the City Council, but Mr. Cornell,
who followed him, said that the governors
should give that land to the city authorities
in order fo widen Hay-street.

Hon. J, Cornell: I was hardly as blunt
a8 that.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: The hon. member
said that if the High School did not hand
over the land, he would oppose the Bill
borse, foot, and artillery. I do not know
that he desires more blunt language tban
that. The position is that the High Sehool
governors have no power to give away any-
thing that is held by them in trust. As
a result of the speeches of Mr. Lovekin
and Mr. Cornell, the governors have re-
ceived a letter from the City Council
agking them to pive to the council a cer-

tain frontage in Hay-street, comprising
378ft. m length by a depth of 27ft.

Tt would constitute nearly a seventh of the
total arvea at present held by the High
Behool, and it is needlesa tu say that if
the High School Governers gave away that
land they wonld hetray their trust.

Hon. A, Lovekin: They would be giving
away £5,000.

Hon. A. J. H. BAW: A cowsiderable sum,
beeause that blovk is vme of the most awk-
ward Dblocks in the city. It is a triangle
with 2 frontage of 378 feet to Hay-street,
with an apex to St. (teorge’s-terrace, the
frontage there being merely 20 feet. If 378
fect multiplied by 27 feet were taken off
the base, the block would he materially dam.
aged.

Hon. J. A. Greig: It would enhance the
vialoe of the remainder.

Hon. A. .J. H. SAW: As the hvildines
stand on that block, if the portion not
huilt on were deprived of an area 27 feet
by 378 feet it would make it almost im-
possibie te suhdivide the hlock for the pur-
pose of sale. If the City Council resume this
Iand it will undoubtedly materially damuge
the value of the remainder of the High
Sehool ground. Dealing with the interjec-
tion just made by Mr. Greig, T can assure
him that that will not bhe the ease at all
If the Oity Couneil resmme all the land
they require down to Milligan-street. to
widen Hay-street, then of course that might
enhanes the value of the portion of the
Hirh Sehool block that will remain, enhance
it relatively to the value of that portion
at present. But the City Council have heen
talking about a new Town Hall, to my
knowledge, for over 20 years, and instead
of pgetting that new Town Hall they have
no fewer than three old anch, namely—one
in Murray-street, one in William-street, and
one at the corner of Barrack and Hay-streets.
If thev take 20 veara to consider the nues-
tion of building a new town hall without ar-
riving at finality. how long will it take them
to resume the whole of the land they want
between Millican and George-streets for the
purpose of widening Hay-street? Mr. Cor-
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nell in uttering something of a protest
against Parliament giving a strip of its
frontage to Hay.street unless the City Coun-
eil acquired some of the High School land,
said that the proeceeding would be an abor-
tion. The governors of the High Schuol feel
that if the Conuneil aequire the High School
frontage of 378 feet by 27 feet and then
do not go any further, it will be a miscar-
riage of jostice,

Hon. J. Cornell: That is o hetter one than
mine.

Hon, A, J. H, SAW: I hope the Bill will
not be delayed any longer. 1t is six months
sinee the High School received two very tair
offers for the purchase of the block, Had
the governmors chogen they could huve dis-
posed of the block by exercising the powers
they possess. They did not do that; they
preferred to go to Parliament and get a
clear title for the purpose of sale. The
matter has already been before the House
for over a montk and althongh therc does
not appear to he any valid objeetion to the
purpose for which the High School gov-
ernors wish to scll the land. the Bill has
only now reached the C‘ommittee stage.
I understand that the City Council want to
buy the whole of the block, eut off what they
require, and sell the balance. Tf that be so
we cannot negotiate with them until the
Bill goes through Parliament any more than
we can negotiate with a private dealer. If
the City Couneil wish to have the land they
can make an offer and it will be entertained
by the governors of the High Sehool.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Will you give prefer-
cnee to the City Counecil offer?

Hon. A. J. H, 3AW: The trustees cannot
give prefercuee to anyhody, and I am speak-
ing for myself when T say that the City
Council will have just as good n chanee
of buying that land as any other would-be
purchaser. I read in the paper that some of
the city councillors were not aware that
there was a projeet to widen Hay-street. I
have no idea how leng the Uity Couneil will
take to make up their minds to carry out
this work. Let them make up their minds
quickly and if they wirh to buy this land
let them buy it. I they don’t want to buy
it let them resume that portion they requiras
to widen Hay-street and pay compensation
just as if they were dealing with a private
persen. The governors of the High School
are eutitled to as much protection from Par-
Jiament as is any private owner of land.
I am astonished at the interjections and the
attitude of Mr. Lovekin. That bon. mem-
ber wishes that the City Council should get
some ndvantage over the High School. There
ig no greater stickler in this Honse for the
rights of property owners than the hom,
member. Tnder the Closer Settlement Bili,
althongh the Government only propese to
ask for power to take land that is not being
utilised reazonably, he eannot give his assent
to the proposal. He now says, ‘‘Lrt the
High Sehool give preference to the City
Couneil.”” T hope members will nnt held
up this matter nny lomger.
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Hon. A, LOVEKIN: When the Bill was
first Lefore the House I suggested a post-
pouement of its c¢onsideration in order that
the City Céuncil, who needed a portion of
the land for widening Hay-street, should
have an epportunity of considering the mat-
ter. 1 entered into corresponience with the
Mayor and the Town Clerk with a view to
getting them to do something to acquire the
strip that is necessary for the purpose they
have in view, The Mayoer and eouncillors,
probably adoepting the suggestion thrown
out by Mr. Cornell that the HHigh Schooi
should give the land, evideatlv thought they
might put it up to the High School and that
the High School might be gencrous enough
to give it. Of course L realise that the
trustees have no right to give away any
part of this property. As the Bill was
comipg on again to-day, 1 had a telephonic
conversation with the Town (lerk who told
me that the matter was still under considera-
tiou, and that on Tuesday mext there would
be a meeting at which a proposition was to
be made by which the City Couneii, instead
of exercising their powers of resumption,
should buy the whole property, take off the
strip they required, and sell the rest. It
is understood that the High School has had
two offera in the neighbourhood of £13,000
or £13,500, and I take it that the City
" Couneil, if they propose to buy, will have
to come in somewhere at about that price.
When 1 interjected that the City Counecil
might be given preference, I meant that
assuming Brown was to offer £13,000 for the
land and the City Council were also pre-
pared to offer £13,000, the High School
authorities, being unable to get a higher
price, would give the City Council prefer-
ence, all things heing cqual. Tt would be
right, I think, to let a publie body have
that land in preference to a private indi.
vidual. It is obvious, if the land is sold to
an individeal, and the City Council has to
resume it, they will bave to pay a higher
priee than weuld be the ease if they were
the original purchasers.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: How could we nego-
tiate with any private dealer if we said
that we would give the City Council pref-
erence?

Hon. A, LOVEKTIN: T do not see how
you can negotinte at all, hut suppose you
have two offers and the City Couneil puts
in another, and these are all the offers yon
have, T should say, looking at the interests
of the community, you shonld give prefer-
ence to the City Council, and if the High
School nuthorities did not do that, then it
would he for the House to give the City
Couneil an opportunity to exercise their
powers of resumption in the ordinary way
hefore they were penalised br the sale to
another person.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Why hold up the Bill?

Hon. A. LOVEKIKN: T see no reason to
do that, because, as Dr. Saw says, it will
take some little time to pass through an-
other place and no ome will he injured.
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Hen, J. J. BOLMES:
will be passed. Dr. Saw is not the only
member who misunderstood Mr. Lovekin.
He started by suggesting that the City
Council should have preference. If that
goes out to the publie, no other offer will
he forthcoming. Mr. Lovekin next sug-
gested holding up {he Bill till Tuesday fo
enable the City Couneil to take action. I
would not hold up anything fér the City
Council to come to a decision on, because
they seewn incapable of coming to a decision.
Even if the Bill were held up till Tuesday
to enable the City Counecil to submit an
offer, there would be no power for the gov-
ernors of the High School to sell The
governors have done the right thing in the
right way to clear the title, and ghould re-
ceive our support.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Dr. Saw's speeeh
has shown that the Shylock proclivities are
ag inherent in governors of the High School
as in other people.

Hon. A. J. H. SBaw: We are simply ful-
filling a trust. Would you haverus abuse
it?

Hon, J. CORNELL: The site was given
far a school, and it bas cutlived ite purpose,
and the governmors regard the mafter from
the standpoint of a Shylock,

Hon. A. Lovekin: I do not think that is
right.

Hon. J. CORNELL: All Dr. S8aw’s argu-
ments hinged on the statement that to give
preference to the City Council would dis-
count the value of the property. This is one
of the most valvable bloeks in Perth. If it
wera s0ld to a private individual, he would
quickly recognise its value and demand his
pound of flesh. It was not spitefully that
I suggested the High School authorities
should ussist in a very laudable objeet. If
they handed over a strip of land for the
widening of Hay-street, the balance of the
block would be as valuable, or more valu-
able, than it is at present. Hay-street can-
not remain an alley-way; sooncr or later
the City Council must face the problem of
widening it.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: This block srould
make g good town hall site,

Hon. JJ. CORNELL: It would. 1 agree
with Mr. Holmes as to the proerastination
of the City Council. It is time that by a
thnnderbolt or a sudden charge of electors
they were compelled to come to n deeision
They do not seem able to make uvp their
minds to do anything. Now we have' a
definite declaration on behalf of the High
S¢hool povernors, and I bope the City Coun-
cil will bring an end to their glorious state
of indeciston.

(Mause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

I hope the Bill

House adjourned at 6.10 p.m.



